Amberwood Neighborhood Meeting

Chapa Middle School, 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM

January 16, 2008

Minutes of the Meeting

Guest Speaker:  Mayor Mike Gonzalez
Attendees:
Amberwood HOA Board – (Ray Bryant, Heather Gool and Mike Rubsam)
Mayor Mike Gonzalez

Amberwood Residents
Introduction:

Ray opens the meeting by 6:45 PM. The following agenda were discussed with questions and answers;
1. Minutes Takers

Ray requested some volunteers to take the minutes of the neighborhood meeting each month. Per Ray instructions, the minutes will be submitted to him and this will be posted to the Amberwood Homeowners website. The following individuals volunteered to take the minutes of the HOA meeting for the following months:
January 2008
-
Sonny
February 2008
Peggy Farrell  
March 2008
-
Delma 
Ammerman
April 2008
-
Sara Ricke
May 2008
-
Elizabeth Price 
2. Refreshments Committee

Ray checked with the HOA attendees to determine if they wanted to continue to have finger food at the monthly meetings.  Those in attendance unanimously voted to continue refreshments.  Anyone can still voluntarily donate refreshments.  Everyone is still welcome to contribute to the refreshment. You can contact any of the refreshment committee for more information or just to donate refreshments.


Refreshment Committee:


Scotty Montgomery


Michelle Jeanmarie


Velda  McCrae
3. Future Plans

Ray shared that he and another Council Member (Michelle Lopez) are attempting to bring all HOA’s in Kyle together to ensure they have the most current information of city issues and development.   
4. Website Committee

Website committee chaired by Chris needs volunteers very bad. As everybody knew, Chris job requires him to travel frequently, so assistance to maintain the website is very important. The following ladies will fill the gap; Peggy Farell and Linda Freeman.
5. Emergency Pool Phone

Heather discussed the possibility of having a push button box type emergency pool phone and have the current phone removed.  The proposed phone will be monitored 24/7 and someone will be in charge of monitoring this phone. This emergency pool phone will be mounted on the wall safely and only the “button” will be available to reach out for use. The cost of the pool phone;



Connection fee:

300.00
Installation fee:

0







Maintenance:

  
46.00
This proposed emergency phone will cut the cost of present phone in half.  It looks like a cell phone but not a cell phone. If you have questions about the phone, contact Jodie Walker.

6. Budget and Finance Committee
It has been decide to discontinue the Finance Committee (chaired previously by Heather) effectively immediately. Any questions or inquiries regarding financial issues can be answered by contacting Jodie Walker at Jodie.Walker@realmanage.com. You can also call her on the phone listed in the newsletter.

Additional updates: As of December 2007, residents with past due, 20% of the amount owed previously reported were paid.

7. Monarch Utilities

As of this date, the preliminary hearing is set for April 2008. The issues to be settled/discussed are the rate increase but do not address the quality of water or services. The main point of this hearing is to examine whether the proposed rate increase by Monarch is justifiable. Our guest speaker, Mayor Mike Gonzalez explained thoroughly the details and process on how this will be handled. The hiring of a private consultant to check and verify the basis of the proposed rate increase was requested. The value of the monopoly and exclusive rights to sell water within the CCN is another constraint to be addressed. The Kyle City Council declines the proposed rates. The main goal to this issue is the possibility to regulate and control rate increase.
8. Pet Issues

Ray reminded everybody to keep their dog on leashes when walking their dog through the neighborhood.  He also asked everyone to bring bags to pick up dog waste.  
9. Trash Cans

Trash cans should be removed from the curb after trash has been empty.  This should happen on the same day trash is emptied.  Refer to the covenants for more information.  There were some complaints about tires debris being scattered on the streets. Ray informed them to send their complaints to Gehan Homes Builders who are responsible for this mess.
10. Amberwood HOA Committees Updates
All committees need volunteers except Budget/Finance Committee (as mentioned earlier, this committee will be abolished). Any interested individual may contact the chairman of the particular committee. Please refer to the newsletter for phone numbers and email addresses of each chairman.

11. Homes Sold Update
Total Homes Sold = 565 homes
Targeted Homes =   620 homes
12. Blasting

Texas Lehigh Cement Company is the company identified as being responsible for the blasting that shakes many homes in Amberwood. Seismograph was setup in some residents’ yards voluntarily to allow testing.  Private firm provided the testing to determine or measure the scale of air blast and vibrations. Results were compiled and this will be communicated to the residents. If interested, the result of the blasting meeting will be on February 6, 2008, 6:30 PM at Chapa Middle School.
13. Mayor Mike Gonzalez Updates

Mayor Gonzalez presented a well inform future plans for development in the City of Kyle. The software he used in this presentation enables the creation of dynamic three-dimensional (3D) computer images. It helps to build consensus for any type of road, private and public construction project.  
He also talked about the status of the proposed Kyle Crossing overpass (217 bridge).  This is being discussed between the City and County to determine the funding process.  It is possible that rebuilding of the overpass could begin as early as this summer 2008.
Several projects were also discussed, such as; SETON Hospital development, the proposed library, recreational center, shopping center in front of HEB Plus – what stores or retails stores will be built there. The vision of commercial establishment around the existing Hays Performing Arts Center, future schools, if any. He also explained the difference between a “CO” and “GO” projects or developments. On “CO”, voter’s approval is not needed. Examples of these are water and sewer line projects. In “GO”, voter’s approval is necessary. Library and Recreation Center will fall under this category.
14. Other Questions and Answers

Does Real Manage issue a receipt for payment of HOA annual dues?

· Normally no, but if you need receipt for payment, please request this from Real Manage by contacting Jodie Walker. Her email and phone number is listed on the newsletter.

       Is the proposed emergency phone safe for burglary, destruction, etc?

Yes, because it is a push button only; the main parts cannot be reached 


      What happened to the proposed playground?

· No funding at this moment.  The other issue is location. The Board was looking for any possible future options to ensure that these plans could materialize but nothing has surfaced.
15. Social Committee Announcements
Sandra announces their future activities for the year 2008. Watch for announcements or flyers on the website, newsletter or distributions.

16. Winner of the Texas Pie Gift Card
Michelle Jeanmarie won a gift card from Texas Pie. Congratulations.

The meeting was adjourned by Ray Bryant at exactly 7:55 PM 

The next Neighborhood meeting is scheduled for February 20, 2008 at Chapa Middle School (6:30-8pm).[image: image1.png]



