Amberwood Neighborhood Meeting Minutes

August 20, 2008 (Wednesday)
Chapa Middle School, 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM

Minutes of the Meeting
Attendees:

Amberwood HOA Board Members-(Ray Bryant, Heather Gool and Mike Rubsam), Amberwood Residents (about 20)

Introduction:

President Ray Bryant called meeting to order just shortly after 6:30PM.  There was no guest speaker scheduled for this particular meeting, in order that we might spend an extended amount of time talking about the taxes.
· Refreshment Committee

· We were treated to meatball & pineapple skewers and ice cream from the social committee.

· If you would like to assist with the food please contact Scotty Montgomery at smontgomery@chipolte.com or (512) 698-7604.

· Yard of the Month
Lind Freeman is Augusts’ Yard of the Month (100 Pecanwood South).
· Pool Drainage
As a normal part of the pool maintenance, it has been suggested by the Pool Contractors that it is time to drain the pool and then refill it.  It has never been drained since it opened. We have conflicting information on what exactly this entails. It appears to just be a “cleanliness”  & “chemical efficiency” issue as opposed to a “health” issue.  One of the variables is how exactly we would fill the pool back up. There are various options including bringing in a water truck and having the fire department fill it.  This is still being discussed and there is nothing definite decided yet. The pool is currently perfectly safe to swim in.  The plan is to drain and fill pool in the off-season.
· Rats in Amberwood
Many of us have noticed some unwelcome visitors in our Amberwood Neighborhood.  Nearly everybody attending the HOA meeting have seen rats around their houses. With construction commencing around the City of Kyle, the rats have been displaced and are seeking out new homes. They have been most noticeable along the Amberwood Loop, near the South entrance. This is a new and unique problem that has not plagued the city of Kyle before. The city is working on the legal and enforcement issues involved with this and should have a plan within a few days on how to deal with this dilemma. Mowing the field did not seem to improve the situation. 
Some tips for discouraging rats in your yard & home included keeping close tabs on birdseed, pet food and your trash. There are a variety of over-the-counter remedies including poisons and traps as well as professional services. Please note that poisons will kill the rats but you will still most likely have to recover the body. There is no guarantee they will die in a convenient place and they do tend to get putrid rather quickly.
· Bella Paloma Apartments
Brief reminder that there is a 360 unit upscale apartment community planned to be constructed near the South entrance.   They will begin turning dirt middle Spring/Summer 2009.  It’s being targeted at “single professionals” and typically has 1 to 2 bedrooms.
· Committees
Our committees are always looking for people to join. 
· Social Committee- see Sandra Bryant (sandra32@austin.rr.com) 
· Newsletter- see Sonny Tomayo (jay2fair@msn.com) 
· Website- see Linda Freeman (ladybfree04@gmail.com) & Peggy Farrell (bluebelletx@yahoo.com) 
· Safety- see Sly Bennett (slybennett@gmail.com) Richard Vasquez (richard.d.vasquez@us.army.mil) or Dwayne Ammerman (Durango446@hotmail.com)
· Covenant- see Vicki Rubsam (295-4304)
· Neighborhood Beautification- see Sara Ricke (sara_ricke@hotmail.com)
· Pool- see Sara Ricke (sara_ricke@hotmail.com)
· Houses Sold Update
· Total Homes Sold = 600 homes

· Targeted Homes =   620 homes

· Homes left to sell= 20 homes left
· Monarch Update
· The administrative law judge has struck down a proposed interim rate increase by Monarch.
· The City of Kyle has a paid rate consultant working diligently on our fight against Monarch.

· This matter is not resolved and the fight for better& less expensive water continues.
· City of Kyle Anticipated Tax Increase
· There is an anticipated tax increase being discussed by the City of Kyle. Last year it was 27 cents. This year it’s being proposed at 37 cents.  This is an ad valorem tax rate, charged per every $100 valued of your property. 
· The tax bill from the city is broken up into 2 parts, an Operations &Management (O & M) and then Debt Reduction.

· O&M is being proposed at 17 cents and debt service at 20 cents (Total increase: $.37).
· Last year the O&M was 12 cents and the Debt was 15 cents.

· The current debt (20 cents) is to support paying the  60+ million dollars that the City of Kyle borrowed.
EXAMPLE: (assuming your house cost $170k)



$170,000 divided by 100=1700



$1700 x0.037 =$629 year



or $52.41 a month

· Other cities charge more.  San Marcos is 47 cents and New Braunfels is 41 cents.

· Why the increase?  To pay debt on numerous facilities and projects such as $14 million for the Kyle Parkway, $4.6 million for Kohler Crossing reconstruction, $10 million for the Seton hospital and $1.5 million for the Kyle city pool.

· New projects bring in revenue but also cost money up-front.

· This 37 cent increase is not locked in at this time and is being investigated to determine whether it can be lowered.

· October 2008 starts the new fiscal year.

· City of Kyle Police Department update

· The proposed budget includes 11 new police officers and 3 replacement cars.  We currently have 2-3 cops per shift which stretches them pretty thin around the City of Kyle.  Next year we plan to have a total of 39 full-time officers on the force.

· As it is now civil service, standards are still being formulated.

· Southlake Ranch visitor

· We had a visitor from Southlake Ranch.  They have approximately 320 residents in their community.

· The Drawing
· Diane Hervol won.

Next meeting: Wednesday September 17, 2008 6:30 p.m.  Chapa Middle School

